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2 Bookworms
Read your way to better English 

‘Suddenly, there was a high 
voice screaming in the 
darkness: “Pieces of eight! 
Pieces of eight!” It was 
Long John Silver’s parrot, 
Captain Flint! I turned 
to run …’  But young Jim 
Hawkins does not escape 
from the pirates this time. 
Will he and his friends find 
the treasure before the 
pirates do? Will they escape 
from the island, and sail 
back to England with a ship 
full of gold?

In 1918 in the peaceful 
province of Transkei, 
South Africa, the Mandela 
family gave their new baby 
son the name Rolihlahla 
–“troublemaker”. But the 
young boy’s early years were 
happy ones, and he grew 
up to be a good student and 
an enthusiastic sportsman. 
Who could imagine then 
what was waiting for Nelson 
Mandela – the tireless 
struggle for human rights, 
the long years in prison, and 
one day the title of President 
of South Africa?

What will we do when 
there is nowhere to put our 
rubbish? Every day, people 
drop cans, bottles and 
paper into bins and never 
think about them again. And 
the rubbish mountains get 
bigger and bigger. But there 
is another way – a way that 
makes bottles into jewellery 
and cans into bridges. 
Anyone can recycle – saving 
the world starts with you!

When Nicola arrives in 
Crete a day early, she gets 
more than just an extra 
day’s holiday. She comes to 
a village where no-one can 
be trusted. People there 
have strong feelings and 
arguments begin quickly 
and end suddenly. She 
soon becomes involved in a 
murder mystery that puts 
her own life in danger.

Dartmoor, a wild, wet 
place in the south-west of 
England. A place where it is 
easy to get lost, and to fall 
into the soft, green earth 
which can pull the strongest 
man down to his death. 
A man is running for his 
life. Behind him comes an 
enormous dog – a dog from 
his worst dreams, a dog 
from hell. Between him and 
a terrible death come only 
one person – the greatest 
detective of all time, 
Sherlock Holmes.

In a hole under the 
floorboards, Silas Marner 
the linen-weaver keeps his 
gold. Every day he works 
hard at his weaving and 
every night he takes the 
gold coins out and holds 
them lovingly. The villagers 
are afraid of him and he has 
no family and no friends. 
Only the gold is his friend. 
But what if a thief should 
come and take his gold 
away?

A hundred years ago a 
seaman’s life was full of 
danger, but Jim, the first 
mate on board the Patna, 
is not afraid of danger. He 
dreams of great adventures 
- and the chance to show 
the world what a hero he 
is. But the sea is no place 
for dreamers. When the 
chance comes, on a calm 
moonlit night in the Indian 
Ocean, Jim fails the test and 
disappears into the jungles 
of south-east Asia …

Lord Jim 
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