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2 Bookworms
Read your way to better English 

Matty is fifteen and is 
leaving school in a few 
weeks’ time. He wants to 
work with animals, and 
would like to get a job on 
a farm. But his parents 
say he’s too young to leave 
home: he must stay in the 
town and get a job in ship-
building, like his father. 
And they say he can’t keep 
his dog, Nelson, because 
Nelson barks all day and 
eats his father’s shoes. But 
it is because of Nelson that 
Matty finds a new life…

Greg is a teenager with a 
problem: his father. After 
the death of Greg’s mother 
in an accident, his father 
takes no interest in life at 
all. Greg tries hard to help 
him. His father is too old to 
rock and roll, of course… or 
is he? These short stories 
by Jan Mark look at life, 
love, and friendship through 
teenagers’ eyes.

One day, a farmer tells a 
farm boy to take everything 
out of an old building 
and throw it away. ‘It’s all 
rubbish,’ he says. In the 
middle of all the rubbish, 
the boy finds a beautiful old 
piano. He has never played 
before, but now, when his 
fingers touch the piano, he 
begins to play. He closes his 
eyes and the music moves 
his fingers. When he opens 
his eyes again, he knows 
that his life is changed for 
ever.

What does the name 
‘Agatha Christie’ mean? 
To many people, it means 
a book about a murder 
mystery. But who was 
Agatha Christie? What 
was she like? Was there a 
mystery in her own life too?

Who wants to live in a 
house, wear clean clothes, 
be good, and go to school 
every day? Not young 
Huckleberry Finn, that’s for 
sure. So Huck runs away, 
and is soon floating down 
the great Mississippi River 
on a raft. With him is Jim, 
a black slave who is also 
running away. But life is 
not always easy for the two 
friends. And there’s 300 
dollars waiting for anyone 
who catches poor Jim…

To some people the 
rainforests mean beautiful 
places that you can visit; to 
others they mean trees that 
they can cut down and sell. 
Between 1950 and 2000 half 
of the world’s rainforests 
disappeared. While you 
read these words, people 
are cutting down rainforest 
trees. What are these 
wonderful places that we 
call rainforests and is it too 
late to save them?

Units 3 – 4
Famous people

Five Towns and the people 
who live there. They look 
and sound just like other 
people, and, like all of 
us, sometimes they do 
some very strange things. 
There’s Sir Jee, who is a 
rich businessman. So why 
is he making a plan with a 
burglar? Then there is Toby 
Hall. Why does he decide to 
visit Number 11 Child Row, 
and who does he find there? 
And then there are the 
Hessian brothers and - and 
the little problem of twelve 
thousand pounds.

Stories From The 
Five Towns
Stage 2

Arnold Bennett
Retold by Nick Bullard 
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Units 1 – 2 
Trips
Towns

Units 5 – 6
Holidays

Units 9 – 10 

People

Units  11 – 12 

Parties

Human interest
 

Rainforests 

Stage 2

Rowena Akinyemi

FACTFILES

f

FACTFILES  
Agatha Christie, 
Woman of Mystery
Stage 2 

John Escott

TRUE STORIES
 

Huckleberry Finn 

Stage 2

Mark Twain
Retold by Diane Mowat

Classics
 

The Piano 

Stage 2

Rosemary Border

HUMAN INTEREST
 

Matty Doolin 

Stage 2

Catherine Cookson
Retold by Diane Mowat

HUMAN INTEREST
 

Too Old to Rock and 
Roll and Other Stories  
Stage 2

Jan Mark
Retold by Diane Mowat

HUMAN INTEREST
 

Units 7 – 8 
Free time activities
Discoveries
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CD: American English
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