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2 Bookworms
Read your way to better English 

In English-speaking 
countries around the world 
people celebrate Easter, 
Valentine’s Day, Christmas 
and other special days. 
What happens on these 
special days? Why is there 
a special day for eating 
pancakes? Who is the “guy” 
that children take onto the 
streets in November? And 
were do many people like to 
spend the shortest night of 
the year in England? Come 
on a journey through a year 
of celebrations, from New 
Year’s Eve to Christmas.

As they walk through a 
park in the distant future, 
Harl and Ellen talk about 
their work and their lives. 
But they will never have a 
life together because their 
work as scientists is more 
important to them than 
their love. Harl plans to 
leave Earth, on a long and 
dangerous journey through 
space. Ellen plans to stay 
on Earth, to change the way 
the human mind works. 
When Harl returns to earth, 
the world will be a very 
different place.

When the children dug a 
hole in the gravel-pit, they 
were very surprised at 
what they found. ‘It’ was 
a ‘psammead’, a sand-
fairy, thousands of years 
old. It was a strange little 
thing – fat and furry, and 
with eyes on long stalks. It 
was often very cross and 
unfriendly, but it could 
give wishes – one wish a 
day. ‘How wonderful!’ the 
children said. But wishes 
are difficult things. They can 
get you into trouble …

From Botswana to New 
Zealand, from Jamaica 
to Nigeria, from Uganda 
to Malaysia, from India to 
South Africa, these moving 
stories show us that the 
human heart is the same in 
every place. Fear and pain, 
happiness and sadness 
belong to us all.

He is not beautiful. His 
mother does not want him, 
children run away from 
him. People laugh at him, 
and call him ‘The Elephant 
Man’. Then someone 
speaks to him and listens 
to him! At the age of 27, 
Joseph Merrick finds a 
friend for the first time in 
his life. This is a true and 
tragic story. It is also a 
famous film.

What can you do in New 
York? Everything! You can 
go to some of the world’s 
most famous shops, watch 
a baseball game, go to 
the top of a skyscraper, 
see a concert in Central 
Park, eat a sandwich in a 
New York Deli, see a show 
in a Broadway theatre … 
New York is big, noisy, and 
exciting, and it’s waiting 
for you. Open the book 
and come with us to this 
wonderful city.

Units 5 – 6
Family relationships

Sarah Harland is nineteen, 
and she is in prison. At the 
airport, they find heroin 
in her bag. If the court 
decides that it was her 
heroin, then she must die. 
She says she did not do it. 
But if she did not, who did? 
Only two people can help 
Sarah: her mother, and an 
old boyfriend who does not 
love her now. Can they work 
together? Can they find the 
real criminal before it is too 
late?
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Units 1 – 2 
Teenagers
Transport
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Units  11 – 12 
Outer space
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New York 
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Stories from Around 
the World
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WORLD STORIES
 

The Elephant Man 
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Five Children and It 
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FANTASY AND HORROR
 

Seasons and  
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CD: American English
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