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2 Bookworms
Read your way to better English 

Christmas is humbug, 
Scrooge says – ‘just a time 
when you find yourself a 
year older and not a penny 
richer’. The only thing 
that matters to Scrooge 
is business, and making 
money. But on Christmas 
Eve three spirits come to 
visit him. They take him 
travelling on the wings 
of the night to see the 
shadows of Christmas past, 
present, and future and 
Scrooge learns a lesson 
that he will never forget.

The USA in the 1950s and 
60s was a troubled place. 
Black people were angry, 
because they did not have 
the same rights as whites.  
It was a time of angry 
words, of marches, of 
protests, a time of bombs 
and killings. But above 
the angry noise came the 
voice of one man, a man of 
peace. This is the story of 
an extraordinary man, who 
changed American history 
in this short life.

Victor Frankenstein thinks 
he has found the secret 
of life. He takes parts 
from dead people and 
builds a new ‘man’. But 
this monster is so big and 
frightening that everyone 
runs away from him – even 
Frankenstein himself!

The job was too good. There 
had to be a problem – and 
there was. John Duncan 
was an honest man but 
he needed money. He had 
children to look after. He 
was ready to do anything, 
and his bosses knew it. 
They gave him the job 
because he couldn’t say no. 
The job was like a poison 
inside him. It changed him 
and blinded him so that he 
couldn’t see the real poison 
until it was too late.

The story of information 
technology is a story of 
machines – from the 
ancient abacus to the small 
powerful computer chips of 
today. But it is also a story 
of people. Meet a woman 
who wrote computer 
programs two hundred 
years ago, a teenage 
millionaire, a man who 
began with a paperclip and 
ended with a house. And 
meet the criminals who 
want your name and your 
money …

What’s in a name? Does 
it really matter if you are 
called Montague or Capulet? 
When Romeo, son of Lord 
and Lady Montague, falls in 
love with the most beautiful 
girl he’s ever seen, he finds 
out that it does matter. It 
makes all the difference 
in the world, because both 
families hate each other 
bitterly. For a time, Romeo 
and Juliet manage to keep 
their love secret. Can any of 
their friends help the young 
lovers to be together for 
ever?

Units 5 – 6
Technology
Suspense stories

What does the name 
‘Agatha Christie’ mean? 
To many people, it means 
a book about a murder 
mystery. But who was 
Agatha Christie? What 
was she like? Was there a 
mystery in her own life too?

Agatha Christie, 
Woman of Mystery
Stage 2 
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Units 1 – 2 
Famous stars
Popularity

Units 9 – 10
Party customs
Mysteries

Units 11 – 12
Difficult situations
Stories about celebrities

True stories
 

Romeo and Juliet 

Stage 2

William Shakespeare
Retold by Alistair McCallum

Playscripts
 

Chemical Secret 

Stage 3

Tim Vicary

Thriller and 
adventure  

Information  
Technology
Stage 3

Paul A. Davies

Factfiles

f

FACTFILES  
Frankenstein 

Stage 3

Mary Shelley
Retold by Parick Nobes

Fantasy and Horror
 

A Christmas Carol 

Stage 3

Charles Dickens
Retold by Clare West

Classics
 

Martin Luther King 

Stage 3

Alan C. McLean

Factfiles

f

FACTFILES  

Units 7 – 8 
Physical appearance
Giving advice

Units 3 – 4
World cities
Personality

Smart Choice Level 3 recommended reading
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