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2 Bookworms
Read your way to better English 

People love and need animals. 
They keep them in their home 
and on their farms. They enjoy 
going to zoos, and watching 
animals on films and on TV. 
Little children love to play 
with toy animals. But people 
are a great danger to animals 
too. They take their land, and 
cut down the trees where 
animals have their homes. 
They pollute the rivers and 
seas, and kill big animals for 
their skins or for medicine. 
What can we do to protect the 
animals of the world – from 
us?

Come with us to London 
– a city as old as the 
Romans, and as new as 
the twenty-first century. 
There are places to go 
– from Oxford Street to 
Westminster Abbey, from 
Shakespeare’s Globe 
Theatre to Wimbledon 
Tennis Club. And things to 
do: ride on the London Eye, 
visit the markets, go to the 
theatre, run in the London 
Marathon. Big beautiful, 
noisy, exciting – that’s 
London.

From Botswana to New 
Zealand, from Jamaica 
to Nigeria, from Uganda 
to Malaysia, from India to 
South Africa, these moving 
stories show us that the 
human heart is the same in 
every place. Fear and pain, 
happiness and sadness 
belong to us all.

In English-speaking 
countries around the world 
people celebrate Easter, 
Valentine’s Day, Christmas 
and other special days. 
What happens on these 
special days? Why is there 
a special day for eating 
pancakes? Who is the “guy” 
that children take onto the 
streets in November? And 
were do many people like to 
spend the shortest night of 
the year in England? Come 
on a journey through a year 
of celebrations, from New 
Year’s Eve to Christmas.

It is 1880, in the Opera 
House in Paris. Everybody is 
talking about the Phantom 
of the Opera, the ghost that 
lives somewhere under the 
Opera House. The Phantom 
is a man in black clothes. 
He is a body without a 
head, he is a head without 
a body. He has a yellow 
face, he has no nose, he 
has black holes for eyes. 
Everybody is afraid of the 
Phantom – the singers, the 
dancers, the directors, the 
stage workers. But who has 
actually seen him?

All they could hear was 
the wind, and the waves 
crashing on to the rocks. 
All they could see was the 
night. They could not see 
the ship, broken in two. 
And they could not hear 
the cries for help – only the 
wind. How could they save 
the people on the rock? This 
is the true story of Grace 
Darling – a girl who became 
a famous heroine on that 
stormy night.

Units 5 – 6
Special events
Lifestyles

In a house in Oxford 
three people are having 
breakfast: Carol, her 
husband Jan, and his father 
Josef. They are talking 
about Prague, because 
Carol wants them all to go 
there for Christmas. He 
still remembers another 
Christmas in Prague, 
many long years ago – a 
Christmas that changed 
his life for ever …

Christmas in Prague 
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Units 1 – 2 
Holidays
Music and movies

Units 7 – 8 
Shopping
Appearance and personality

Units 11 – 12
Past experiences
Cities 

Human Interest
 

Grace Darling 

Stage 2

Tim Vicary

True Stories
 

Seasons and  
Celebrations
Stage 2

Jackie Maguire

Factfiles 

f

FACTFILES  
The Phantom of 
the Opera
Stage 1

Jennifer Bassett

Fantasy and Horror
 

Cries from the Heart: 
Stories from Around 
the World
Stage 2
Retold by Jennifer Bassett

World stories
 

Animals in Danger 
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Andy Hopkins and Joc Potter
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London 
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Units 9 – 10
Stories
Wildlife

Units 3 – 4
Experiences
Places around the world

Smart Choice Level 2 recommended reading
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