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2 Bookworms
Read your way to better English 

What can you do in New 
York? Everything! You can 
go to some of the world’s 
most famous shops, watch 
a baseball game, go to 
the top of a skyscraper, 
see a concert in central 
park, eat a sandwich in a 
New York Deli, see a show 
in a Broadway theatre … 
New York is big, noisy, and 
exciting, and it’s waiting 
for you. Open the book 
and come with us to this 
wonderful city.

Tom Walsh had a lot to 
learn about life. He liked 
travelling, and he was in 
no hurry. He liked meeting 
people, anyone and 
everyone. He liked the two 
American girls on the train. 
They were nice and very 
friendly. Tom thought they 
were fun. Tom certainly 
had a lot to learn about life. 
This is a collection of short 
stories about adventures on 
trains. Strange, wonderful, 
and frightening things can 
happen on trains and all of 
them happen here.

‘Every day someone steals 
money from people near the 
shops. We must stop this,’ 
says Dan, a police officer. 
The police use TV cameras 
but it is not easy because 
there are so many suspects. 
Who is the robber?

Sally is always running; and 
she has her phone with her 
all the time: at home, on the 
train, at work, at lunchtime, 
and at the shops. But then 
one afternoon suddenly she 
has a different phone … and 
it changes her life.

He is not beautiful. His 
mother does not want him, 
children run away from 
him. People laugh at him, 
and call him ‘The Elephant 
Man’. Then someone 
speaks to him and listens 
to him! At the age of 27, 
Joseph Merrick finds a 
friend for the first time 
in his life. This is a true 
and tragic story. It is also a 
famous film.

‘Give me the money,’ says 
the robber to the Los 
Angeles security guard. The 
guard looks at the gun and 
hands over the money. The 
robber has long blond hair 
and rides a motorcycle and 
a girl with long blond hair 
arrives at Kenny’s motel 
on a motorcycle. Is she the 
robber?

Units 5 – 6
Daily activities
Past events

‘Who is the man with the 
roses in this hand?’ thinks 
Anna. ‘I want to meet him.’ 
‘Who is the girl with the 
guitar?’ thinks Will. ‘I like 
her. I want to meet her.’ But 
they do not meet. There are 
lots of men!’ says Anna’s 
friend Vicki, but Anna 
cannot forget Will. And then 
one rainy day…
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Units 1 – 2
Personal information
Jobs and activities

Units 7 – 8 
Clothing 
Appearance and personality

Units 11 – 12
Vacations
Careers and schools

Human interest
 

Girl on a Motorcycle 
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Crime and mystery
 

Sally’s Phone 

Starter Level – Narrative 
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human interest
 

The Elephant Man 

Stage 1

Tim Vicary

True stories
 

Police TV 
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Crime and mystery
 

New York 
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John Escott

factfiles

f

FACTFILES  
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Short Stories
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Human Interest
 

Units 9 – 10
Local attractions
Shopping and places
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Units 3 – 4
Likes and dislikes 
Places and events

Smart Choice Level 1 recommended reading
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