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What do you find in these 
two fascinating countries? 
One is an enormous island 
where only twenty million 
people live and the other 
two long, narrow islands, 
with ten sheep for every 
person. One has the biggest 
rock in the world, and a 
town where everybody lives 
under the ground; the other 
has a beach where you can 
sit beside the sea in a pool 
of hot water, and lakes that 
are bright yellow, green and 
blue. Open this book and 
start your journey.

This is a love story you 
won’t forget. Oliver Barrett 
meets Jenny Cavilleri. He 
plays sports, she plays 
music. He’s rich, and she’s 
poor. They argue, and they 
fight, and they fall in love. 
So they get married, and 
make a home together. 
They work hard, they enjoy 
life, they make plans for the 
future. Then they learn that 
they don’t have much time 
left. Their story has made 
people laugh, and cry, all 
over the world.

‘Then a letter came for Aloo 
from a famous college in 
America. They offered him 
a place … a place with a 
scholarship. Aloo could not 
believe it at first. He read 
the letter again and again’. 
Aloo is very happy, but soon 
he finds that it is not so 
easy. He will need money to 
live on, money for his plane 
ticket … and then there is 
Mother … The stories in this 
volume come from Malawi, 
South Africa and Tanzania.

A housewife, a tramp, a 
lawyer, a waitress, an actress 
– ordinary people living 
ordinary lives in New York 
at the beginning of the 20th 
century. The city has changed 
greatly since that time, but its 
people are much the same: 
some are rich, some are 
poor, some are happy, some 
are sad, some have found 
love, some are looking for 
love. O. Henry’s famous short 
stories – sensitive, funny, 
sympathetic – give us vivid 
pictures of everyday lives in 
New York.

The story of information 
technology is a story of 
machines – from the 
ancient abacus to the small 
powerful computer chips of 
today. But it is also a story 
of people. Meet a woman 
who wrote computer 
programs two hundred 
years ago, a teenage 
millionaire, a man who 
began with a paperclip and 
ended with a house. And 
meet the criminals who 
want your name and your 
money …

To some people the 
rainforests mean beautiful 
places that you can visit; to 
others they mean trees that 
they can cut down and sell. 
Between 1950 and 2000 half 
of the world’s rainforests 
disappeared. While you 
read these words, people 
are cutting down rainforest 
trees. What are these 
wonderful places that we 
call rainforests and is it too 
late to save them?
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Matty is fifteen and is 
leaving school in a few 
weeks’ time. He wants to 
work with animals, and 
would like to get a job on 
a farm. But his parents 
say he’s too young to leave 
home: he must stay in the 
town and get a job in ship-
building, like his father. 
And they say he can’t keep 
his dog, Nelson, because 
Nelson barks all day and 
eats his father’s shoes. But 
it is because of Nelson that 
Matty finds a new life …
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