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England and Scotland in the 
1550s. Two famous queens 
– Mary, the Catholic Queen 
of Scots and Elizabeth I, 
The Protestant Queen of 
England.  Mary was Queen 
of Scotland when she 
was just one week old. At 
sixteen she was tall and 
beautiful with red-gold hair. 
Many men loved her but 
she also had many enemies 
– men who said: ‘The 
death of Mary is the life of 
Elizabeth’.

A thorough look at England, 
a country full of interesting 
places to visit and things 
to do. There are big noisy 
cities with shops and 
theatres and quiet little 
villages. You can have an 
English afternoon tea, 
walk along white beaches, 
or visit a country house. 
England has something for 
everybody – what has it got 
for you?

How do you get a licence 
if you want to keep a 
monkey? What can you do 
if your wife has a lover? 
How can you see into the 
future? Where can you go 
for an exciting but cheap 
holiday somewhere hot 
and far away? How can you 
persuade your girlfriend or 
boyfriend to marry you?

It is the year 2030, and an 
email message arrives at 
New York Café: ‘I want to 
help people and make them 
happy!’ But not everybody 
is happy about the email, 
and soon the police and 
the president are very 
interested in the New York 
Café.

Sara Crewe is a very rich 
little girl. She first comes to 
England when she is seven, 
and her father takes her 
to Miss Minchin’s school 
in London. Then he goes 
back to his work in India. 
Sara is very sad at first, but 
she soon makes friends at 
school. But on her eleventh 
birthday, something terrible 
happens, and now Sara has 
no family, no home, and not 
a penny in the world …

‘You’re a brave man, but I’m 
afraid for you,’ says Lady 
Marian to Robin of Locksley. 
She is afraid because Robin 
does not like Prince John’s 
new taxes and wants to 
do something for the poor 
people of Nottingham. 
When Prince John hears 
this, Robin is suddenly in 
great danger.
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‘There’s a new girl in town,’ 
says Joe, and soon Steve is 
out looking for her. Marietta 
is easy to find in a small 
town, but every time he 
sees her something goes 
wrong … and his day goes 
from bad to worse.
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Frances Hodgson Burnett
Retold by Jennifer Bassett

HUman interest
 

The Butler Did It and 
Other Plays
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Bill Bowler
Retold by Clare West
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