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2 Bookworms
Read your way to better English 

Fourteen-year-old Molly and 
her cousins were mixed-
race Aborigines. In 1931 
they were taken away from 
their families and sent to a 
camp to be trained as good 
‘white’ Australians. They 
were told to forget their 
mothers, their language, 
their home. But Molly would 
not forget. She and her 
cousins escaped and walked 
back to Jigalong, 1600 
kilometres away … Rabbit-
Proof Fence is the true story 
of that walk, told by Molly’s 
daughter, Doris. 

Matty is fifteen and is 
leaving school in a few 
weeks’ time. He wants to 
work with animals, and 
would like to get a job on 
a farm. But his parents 
say he’s too young to leave 
home: he must stay in the 
town and get a job in ship-
building, like his father. 
And they say he can’t keep 
his dog, Nelson, because 
Nelson barks all day and 
eats his father’s shoes. But 
it is because of Nelson that 
Matty finds a new life …

What’s in a name? Does 
it really matter if you are 
called Montague or Capulet? 
When Romeo, son of Lord 
and Lady Montague, falls in 
love with the most beautiful 
girl he’s ever seen, he finds 
out that it does matter. It 
makes all the difference 
in the world, because both 
families hate each other 
bitterly. For a time, Romeo 
and Juliet manage to keep 
their love secret. Can any of 
their friends help the young 
lovers to be together for 
ever?

Everybody knows about the 
USA, You can see its films, 
hear its music, and eat its 
food just about everywhere. 
But it’s a country with many 
stories to tell too. Stories 
of a country that fought 
against Britain, and then 
against itself, to make the 
United States of today. 
Stories of rich and poor, 
black and white, Native 
American and immigrant. 
And the story of what it 
is like to be an American 
today …

A housewife, a tramp, a 
lawyer, a waitress, an actress 
– ordinary people living 
ordinary lives in New York at 
the beginning of this century. 
The city has changed greatly 
since that time, but its 
people are much the same: 
some are rich, some are 
poor, some are happy, some 
are sad, some have found 
love, some are looking for 
love. O. Henry’s famous short 
stories – sensitive, funny, 
sympathetic – give us vivid 
pictures of everyday lives 
in New York.

From Botswana to New 
Zealand, from Jamaica 
to Nigeria, from Uganda 
to Malaysia, from India to 
South Africa, these moving 
stories show us that the 
human heart is the same in 
every place. Fear and pain, 
happiness and sadness 
belong to us all.

It is hay-making time on 
the Wookey farm. Two 
brothers are building the 
haystack, but thinking about 
other things – about young 
women, and love. Visitors 
come and go, and the long 
hot summer day slowly 
turns to evening. Then the 
sun goes down, covering 
the world with a carpet of 
darkness. From the hedges 
around the hay field comes 
the rich, sweet smell of wild 
flowers, and the hay will 
make a fine, soft bed …

Love among the  
Haystacks
Stage 2

D. H. Lawrence
Retold by Jennifer Bassett 
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(not suitable for young learners)

Units 1 – 2 
Finding the perfect partner

Units 5 – 6
Hopes and ambitions
Cosmopolitan cities

Units 9 – 10
Travelling
Inventions

Units 11 – 12
Dreams for the future
Adventures	

Classics
 

Cries from the Heart: 
Stories from Around 
the World
Stage 2
Retold by Jennifer Bassett

World stories
 

The USA 

Stage 3

Alison Baxter

Factfiles

f

FACTFILES  
New Yorkers –  
Short Stories 
Stage 2

O. Henry
Retold by Diane Mowat

Human Interest
 

Romeo and Juliet 

Stage 2

William Shakespeare
Retold by Alistair McCallum

Playscripts
 

Rabbit-Proof Fence 

Stage 3

Doris Pilkington Garimara
Retold by Jennifer Bassett

True Stories
 

Matty Doolin 

Stage 2

Catherine Cookson
Retold by Diane Mowat

Human Interest
 

Units 7 – 8 
Fame
Family relationships

Units 3 – 4
Telling stories
Places around the world

New Headway Pre-Intermediate recommended reading
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