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2 Bookworms
Read your way to better English 

When a handsome young 
man begins to court 
Catherine Sloper, she 
feels she is very lucky. 
She is a quiet, gentle girl, 
but neither beautiful nor 
clever; no-one had ever 
admired her before. But 
in New York in the 1840s 
young ladies are not free 
to marry when they please. 
Catherine must have her 
father’s permission. Dr 
Sloper is a rich man. One 
day, Catherine will have 
a fortune of over 30,000 
dollars a year …

When it came to football, 
Billy was different. Black 
hands grab the ball. Black 
feet kick the ball. Black 
hopes rise up with the ball 
to the sickly white sky. 
No-one can stop him now. 
He forgets about the river, 
and the people of his blood. 
But who can forget their 
own past? Billy finds that 
the ties which hold him to 
the people of his blood are 
strong indeed. The stories 
in this volume are all from 
Australian writers. 

One winter’s day in 1673, 
young John Ridd is riding 
home from school, across the 
wild lonely hills of Exmoor. 
He has to pass Doone valley, 
a dangerous place, as the 
Doones are famous robbers 
and murderers. At home 
there is sad news waiting for 
young John, and he learns 
that he has good reason to 
hate the Doones. But in the 
years to come he meets 
Lorna Doone, with her lovely 
smile and big dark eyes. And 
soon he is deeply, hopelessly, 
in love …

‘I like work. I find it 
interesting … I can sit and 
look at it for hours.’ With 
ideas like this, perhaps it 
is not a good idea to spend 
a holiday taking a boat trip 
up the River Thames. But 
this is what three friends 
and Montmorency the dog 
decide to do. It is the sort 
of holiday that is fun to 
remember afterwards, but 
not so much fun to wake 
up to early on a cold, wet 
morning. This famous book 
has made people laugh for 
a century.

In a hole under the 
floorboards, Silas Marner 
the linen-weaver keeps his 
gold. Every day he works 
hard at his weaving and 
every night he takes the 
gold coins out and holds 
them lovingly. The villagers 
are afraid of him and he has 
no family and no friends. 
Only the gold is his friend. 
But what if a thief should 
come and take his gold 
away?

Life in the small English 
town of Cranford seems 
very quiet and peaceful. 
The ladies of Cranford lead 
tidy, regular lives. They 
make their visits between 
the hours of twelve and 
three and give little evening 
parties. But there are 
also little arguments and 
jealousies, sudden deaths 
and unexpected marriages. 
Mrs Gaskell’s timeless 
picture of small-town life in 
the nineteenth century has 
delighted readers for nearly 
150 years.

Units 5 – 6
Holidays

The story of information 
technology is a story of 
machines – from the 
ancient abacus to the small 
powerful computer chips of 
today. But it is also a story 
of people. Meet a woman 
who wrote computer 
programs two hundred 
years ago, a teenage 
millionaire, a man who 
began with a paperclip and 
ended with a house. And 
meet the criminals who 
want your name and your 
money …

Information  
Technology
Stage 3

Paul A. Davies
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Units 1 – 2 
Technology
Free time activities

Units 7 – 8
Jobs
Money

Units 11 – 12
Life events 
Customs, births, weddings 
and funerals

Factfiles

f

FACTFILES  
Cranford 

Stage 4

Elizabeth Gaskell
Retold by Kate Mattock

Classics
 

Three Men in a Boat 

Stage 4

Jerome K. Jerome
Retold by Diane Mowat

Human Interest
 

Silas Marner 

Stage 4 

George Eliot
Retold by Clare West

Classics
 

Lorna Doone 

Stage 4 

R. C. Blackmore
Retold by David Penn

Human Interest
 

Washington Square 

Stage 4

Henry James
Retold by Kieran McGovern

Classics
 

Doors to a Wider Place: 
Stories from Australia
Stage 4
Retold by Christine Lindop

World Stories
 

Units 9 – 10
Relationships
Fame

Units 3 – 4
Famous writers and painters
Habits and manners 

New Headway Intermediate recommended reading
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