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2 Bookworms
Read your way to better English 

Antarctica is the coldest 
place on earth, and it is a 
long, hard journey over the 
ice to the South Pole. Some 
travellers never returned 
to their homes again. This 
is the story of Scott and 
Amundsen, and of one 
of the most famous and 
dangerous races in history.

‘Then a letter came for Aloo 
from a famous college in 
America. They offered him 
a place  … a place with a 
scholarship. Aloo could not 
believe it at first. He read 
the letter again and again’. 
Aloo is very happy, but soon 
he finds that it is not so 
easy. He will need money to 
live on, money for his plane 
ticket … and then there is 
Mother … The stories in this 
volume come from Malawi, 
South Africa and Tanzania.

What can you do in New 
York? Everything! You can 
go to some of the world’s 
most famous shops, watch 
a baseball game, go to 
the top of a skyscraper, 
see a concert in central 
park, eat a sandwich in a 
New York Deli, see a show 
in a Broadway theatre … 
New York is big, noisy, and 
exciting, and it’s waiting 
for you. Open the book 
and come with us to this 
wonderful city.

Cathy Wilson is driving to 
Norfolk, to begin her new 
job with the Harvey family. 
She is going to look after 
the two young children, 
Tim and Susan. Cathy 
meets the children’s father, 
and their grandmother, 
and their aunt. But she 
doesn’t meet Miranda, the 
children’s mother, because 
Miranda is dead. She died 
two years ago, and Cathy 
cannot learn anything about 
her. Everybody remembers 
Miranda, but nobody wants 
to talk about her …

When he was a boy, he was 
poor and hungry. When he 
was a young man, he was 
still poor and hungry. He 
learnt how to steal horses, 
he learnt how to fight, he 
learnt how to live outside 
the law. Australia in the 
1870s was a hard, wild 
place. Some say Ned Kelly 
was a bad man. Some say 
he was a good man but the 
law was bad. This is the 
true story of Australia’s 
most famous outlaw.

You are in a small plane, 
going across the Rocky 
Mountains. Suddenly, the 
engine starts to make 
strange noises … Soon you 
are alone, in the snow, at 
the top of a mountain, and 
it is very, very cold. Can you 
find your way out of the 
mountain?

Units 5 – 6
Homes
Countries

‘Who is the man with the 
roses in this hand?’ thinks 
Anna. ‘I want to meet him.’ 
‘Who is the girl with the 
guitar?’ thinks Will. ‘I like 
her. I want to meet her.’ But 
they do not meet. There are 
lots of men!’ says Anna’s 
friend Vicki, but Anna 
cannot forget Will. And then 
one rainy day …

Red Roses 
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Units 1 – 2 
Personal information
Meeting people

Units 7 – 8 
Special occasions
Famous people

Units 11 – 12
Adventures
Interviews

Unit 13 – 14
Stories

Human interest
 

Survive! 

Starter Level – Interactive

Helen Brooke 

Human Interest
 

Remember Miranda 

Stage 1

Rowena Akinyemi

Human interest
 

Ned Kelly: A True Story 

Stage 1

Christine Lindop

True Stories
 

New York 

Stage 1

John Escott

Factfiles

f

FACTFILES  
The Coldest Place on 
Earth 
Stage 1

Tim Vicary

True stories
 

Changing their Skies: 
Stories from Africa 
Stage 2

Retold by Jennifer Bassett

World Stories
 

Units 3 – 4
Jobs
Leisure activities

Units 9 – 10
Food around the world
Cities

New Headway Elementary recommended reading
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