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2 Bookworms
Read your way to better English 

Introductory unit and unit 1 
Describing people
Stories

Come with us to London 
– a city as old as the 
Romans, and as new as 
the twenty-first century. 
There are places to go 
– from Oxford Street to 
Westminster Abbey, from 
Shakespeare’s Globe 
Theatre to Wimbledon 
Tennis Club. And things to 
do: ride on the London Eye, 
visit the markets, go to the 
theatre, run in the London 
Marathon. Big beautiful, 
noisy, exciting – that’s 
London.

When he was a boy, he was 
poor and hungry. When he 
was a young man, he was 
still poor and hungry. He 
learnt how to steal horses, 
he learnt how to fight, he 
learnt how to live outside 
the law. Australia in the 
1870s was a hard, wild 
place. Some say Ned Kelly 
was a bad man. Some say 
he was a good man but the 
law was bad. This is the true 
story of Australia’s most 
famous outlaw.

Tom Sawyer does not 
like school. He does not 
like work, and he never 
wants to get out of bed in 
the morning. But he likes 
swimming and fishing, and 
having adventures with his 
friends. And he has a lot of 
adventures. One night, he 
and his friend Huck Finn go 
to the graveyard to look for 
ghosts. They don’t see any 
ghosts that night. They see 
something worse than a 
ghost – much, much worse.

It is 1880, in the Opera 
House in Paris. Everybody is 
talking about the Phantom 
of the Opera, the ghost that 
lives somewhere under the 
Opera House. The Phantom 
is a man in black clothes. 
He is a body without a 
head, he is a head without 
a body. He has a yellow 
face, he has no nose, he 
has black holes for eyes. 
Everybody is afraid of the 
Phantom – the singers, the 
dancers, the directors, the 
stage workers. But who has 
actually seen him?

Tom Walsh had a lot to 
learn about life. He liked 
travelling, and he was in 
no hurry. He liked meeting 
people, anyone and 
everyone. He liked the two 
American girls on the train. 
They were nice and very 
friendly. Tom thought they 
were fun. Tom certainly 
had a lot to learn about life. 
This is a collection of short 
stories about adventures on 
trains. Strange, wonderful, 
and frightening things can 
happen on trains and all of 
them happen here.

Units 2 – 3
Friendship
Music

He is not beautiful. His 
mother does not want him, 
children run away from 
him. People laugh at him, 
and call him ‘The Elephant 
Man’. Then someone 
speaks to him and listens 
to him! At the age of 27, 
Joseph Merrick finds a 
friend for the first time in 
his life. This is a true and 
tragic story. It is also a 
famous film.

The Elephant Man 
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Units 4 – 5
Entertainment
Famous people
	

One-Way Ticket –  
Short Stories
Stage 1

Jennifer Bassett

The Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer
Stage 1 

Mark Twain
Retold by Nick Bullard

The Phantom of the 
Opera
Stage 1

Jennifer Bassett

Ned Kelly: A True Story 

Stage 1

Christine Lindop

London 

Stage 1

John Escott
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