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2 Bookworms
Read your way to better English 

In a hole under the 
floorboards, Silas Marner 
the linen-weaver keeps his 
gold. Every day he works 
hard at his weaving and 
every night he takes the 
gold coins out and holds 
them lovingly. The villagers 
are afraid of him and he has 
no family and no friends. 
Only the gold is his friend. 
But what if a thief should 
come and take his gold 
away?

For fifty years after Dr 
Watson’s death, a packet 
of papers, written by the 
doctor himself, lay hidden 
in a locked box. The papers 
contained an extraordinary 
report of the case of Jack 
the Ripper and the horrible 
murders in the East End 
of London in 1888. The 
detective, of course, was 
the great Sherlock Holmes 
but why was the report kept 
hidden for so long? This 
strange and frightening 
tale is the story Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle never wrote …

Three different parts of 
the world, but all of them 
dangerous, lonely places. 
Three different women, but 
all of them determined to 
go and to come back alive! 
Robyn Davidson walked 
nearly 3,000 kilometres 
across the Australian desert 
with a dog and four camels. 
Arlene Blum led a team 
of ten women to the top of 
Annapurna, one of the highest 
mountains in the world. 
Naomi James sailed around 
the world alone, on a journey 
lasting more than 250 days.

Victor Frankenstein thinks 
he has found the secret 
of life. He takes parts 
from dead people and 
builds a new ‘man’. But 
this monster is so big and 
frightening that everyone 
runs away from him – even 
Frankenstein himself!

The story of information 
technology is a story of 
machines – from the 
ancient abacus to the small 
powerful computer chips of 
today. But it is also a story 
of people. Meet a woman 
who wrote computer 
programs two hundred 
years ago, a teenage 
millionaire, a man who 
began with a paperclip and 
ended with a house. And 
meet the criminals who 
want your name and your 
money …

What do you find in these 
two fascinating countries? 
One is an enormous island 
where only twenty million 
people live and the other is 
two long, narrow islands, 
with ten sheep for every 
person. One has the biggest 
rock in the world, and a 
town where everybody lives 
under the ground; the other 
has a beach where you can 
sit beside the sea in a pool 
of hot water, and lakes that 
are bright yellow, green and 
blue. Open this book and 
start your journey.

Units 3 – 4
Appearance
Technology

‘We have to leave our house 
in London,’ Mother said to 
the children. ‘We’re going 
to live in the country, in a 
little house near a railway 
line.’ And so begins a new 
life for Roberta, Peter, and 
Phyllis. They become the 
railway children. They know 
all the trains, Perks the 
station porter is their best 
friend, and they have many 
adventures on the railway 
line. But why has their 
father had to go away? Will 
he ever come back?

The Railway Children 

Stage 3

Edith Nesbit
Retold by John Escott
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Uunits 1 – 2 
Family
Places

Unit 7
Murder mysteries
Detective stories

Human Interest
 

Australia and New 
Zealand
Stage 3

Christine Lindop

Factfiles

f

FACTFILES  
Frankenstein 

Stage 3

Mary Shelley
Retold by Patrick Nobes

Fantasy and Horror
 

Information 
Technology
Stage 3

Paul A. Davies

Factfiles

f

FACTFILES  
Desert, Mountain, Sea 

Stage 4 

Sue Leather

True Stories 
 

Silas Marner 

Stage 4 

George Eliot
Retold by Clare West

Classics
 

The Last Sherlock  
Holmes Story
Stage 3

Michael Dibdin
Retold by Rosalie Kerr

Crime and Mystery  

Units 5 – 6
Jobs
Places

New English File Intermediate recommended reading
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