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2 Bookworms
Read your way to better English 

Unit 4
Occupations
Holidays

When he was a boy, he was 
poor and hungry. When he 
was a young man, he was 
still poor and hungry. He 
learnt how to steal horses, 
he learnt how to fight, he 
learnt how to live outside 
the law. Australia in the 
1870s was a hard, wild 
place. Some say Ned Kelly 
was a bad man. Some say 
he was a good man but the 
law was bad. This is the 
true story of Australia’s 
most famous outlaw.

Come with us to London 
– a city as old as the 
Romans, and as new as 
the twenty-first century. 
There are places to go 
– from Oxford Street to 
Westminster Abbey, from 
Shakespeare’s Globe 
Theatre to Wimbledon 
Tennis Club. And things to 
do: ride on the London Eye, 
visit the markets, go to the 
theatre, run in the London 
Marathon. Big beautiful, 
noisy, exciting – that’s 
London.

It is the year 2522, and 
the planet Earth is dying. 
The Artificial Ozone Layer 
is breaking up fast. Now 
the sun is burning down 
on Earth with a white fire. 
There is no water. Trees 
die, plants die, animals 
die, people die …  In a 
colony under the moon, 
people wait for news from 
Earth. And in a spaceship 
high above Earth, a young 
man watches numbers on 
a computer screen. The 
numbers tell a story, and 
the young man is afraid. 

Tom Walsh had a lot to 
learn about life. He liked 
travelling, and he was in 
no hurry. He liked meeting 
people, anyone and 
everyone. He liked the two 
American girls on the train. 
They were nice and very 
friendly. Tom thought they 
were fun. Tom certainly 
had a lot to learn about life. 
This is a collection of short 
stories about adventures on 
trains. Strange, wonderful, 
and frightening things can 
happen on trains and all of 
them happen here.

In a house in Oxford 
three people are having 
breakfast: Carol, her 
husband Jan, and his father 
Josef. They are talking 
about Prague, because 
Carol wants them all to go 
there for Christmas. He 
still remembers another 
Christmas in Prague, 
many long years ago – a 
Christmas that changed his 
life for ever …

Unit 8
Places and projects
Predictions

Units 9 – 10
Fame
Outer space

‘Everything’s ready now. 
We can do the experiment,’ 
says your assistant, Joe. 
You are the famous scientist 
Mary Durie working in a 
laboratory in Alaska. When 
you discover something very 
new and valuable, other 
people want to try to steal 
your idea. Can you stop 
them before they escape?
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Unit 12
Places in the past
Travelling

Unit 16
Transport
Heroes

Christmas in Prague 

Stage 1

Joyce Hannam

Under the Moon 

Stage 1

Rowena Akinyemi

One-Way Ticket –  
Short Stories
Stage 1

Jennifer Bassett

London 

Stage 1

John Escott

Ned Kelly: A True Story

Stage 1

Christine Lindop

CRIME AND MYSTERY
 

Human interest
 FANTASY AND HORROR  

HUMAN INTEREST
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