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2 Bookworms
Read your way to better English 

When Becky Sharp and 
Amelia Sedley leave school, 
their feet are set on very 
different paths. Kind, 
foolish Amelia returns to 
her comfortable home and 
wealthy family, while Becky 
must look out for herself. 
But Becky is neither kind 
nor foolish, and with her 
quick brain and keen eye for 
a chance, her fortunes soon 
rise, while Amelia’s fall. 
Greed, ambition, loyalty, folly, 
wisdom … this famous novel 
gives us a witty and satirical 
picture of English society.

The woman in white first 
appears at night on a lonely 
heath near London and is 
next seen at a grave-side in 
Cumberland. Who is she? 
Where has she come from, 
and what is her history? She 
seems alone and friendless, 
frightened and confused. 
And it seems she knows a 
secret – a secret that could 
bring ruin and shame to a 
man who will do anything to 
keep her silent. This famous 
mystery thriller by Wilkie 
Collins has twists and turns 
on every page.

‘The moment I first met 
you, I noticed your pride, 
your sense of superiority, 
and your selfish disdain 
for the feelings of others. 
You are the last man in the 
world whom I could ever be 
persuaded to marry,’ said 
Elizabeth Bennet. And so 
Elizabeth rejects the proud 
Mr Darcy. Can nothing 
overcome her prejudice 
against him? This famous 
novel by Jane Austen is 
full of wise and humorous 
observation of the people 
and manners of her times.

There are so many things 
that a mother wishes to 
teach her daughter: how 
to lose your innocence but 
not your hope; how to keep 
hoping, when hope is your 
only joy; how to laugh for 
ever. This is the story of four 
mothers and their daughters 
– Chinese-American 
women, the mothers born in 
China, and the daughters in 
America. Through their eyes 
we witness the struggle to 
find a cultural identity that 
can include a past and a 
future half a world apart.

London in the 1830s was 
no place to be if you were 
a hungry ten-year-old boy, 
an orphan without friends 
or family, with no home to 
go to, and only a penny in 
your pocket to buy a piece 
of bread. But Oliver Twist 
finds some friends: Fagin, 
the Artful Dodger, and 
Charley Bates. They give him 
food and shelter, and play 
games with him, but it is not 
until some days later that 
Oliver finds out what kind of 
friends they are … 

Jane Eyre is alone in the 
world. Disliked by her aunt’s 
family, she is sent away to 
school. Here she learns that 
a young girl, with neither 
money nor family to support 
her, can expect little from 
the world. She survives, but 
she wants more from life 
than simply to survive: she 
wants respect, and love. 
When she goes to work for 
Mr Rochester, she hopes 
she has found both at once. 
But her troubles are only 
beginning.

The Joy Luck Club (1993)
Dir. Wayne Wang

They said Steve Biko was a 
man of violence; then why 
did he talk of peace? They 
said he wanted revolution; 
so why did he talk of 
friendship? They said he 
died of hunger; why was his 
body broken and bruised? 
This is the story of a man’s 
fight with the government 
of South Africa. It is the 
story of all people who 
prefer truth to lies. It is the 
story of all people who cry 
‘Freedom’, and who are not 
afraid to die.
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Pride & Prejudice (2005)
Keira Knightley – Elizabeth 
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Nic Knight – John Reed
Dir. Franco Zeffirelli
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