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2 Bookworms
Read your way to better English 

Little Mary Lennox is a bad-
tempered, disagreeable 
child. When her parents die 
in India, she is sent back 
to England to live with her 
uncle in a big, lonely, old 
house. There is nothing to 
do all day except walk in the 
gardens – and watch the 
robin flying over the high 
walls of the secret garden … 
which has been locked for 
ten years. And no one has 
the key.

The human mind is a 
dark, bottomless pit, and 
sometimes it works in 
strange and frightening 
ways. These famous short 
stories by Edgar Allan 
Poe, that master of horror, 
explore the dark world of 
the imagination …

Fourteen-year-old Molly and 
her cousins were mixed-
race Aborigines. In 1931 
they were taken away from 
their families and sent to a 
camp to be trained as good 
‘white’ Australians. They 
were told to forget their 
mothers, their language, 
their home. But Molly would 
not forget. She and her 
cousins escaped and walked 
back to Jigalong, 1600 
kilometres away … Rabbit-
Proof Fence is the true story 
of that walk, told by Molly’s 
daughter, Doris. 

This is a love story you 
won’t forget. Oliver Barrett 
meets Jenny Cavilleri. He 
plays sports, she plays 
music. He’s rich, and she’s 
poor. They argue, and they 
fight, and they fall in love. 
So they get married, and 
make a home together. 
They work hard, they enjoy 
life, they make plans for the 
future. Then they learn that 
they don’t have much time 
left. Their story has made 
people laugh, and cry, all 
over the world.

‘When we are happy, we 
are always good,’ says Lord 
Henry, ‘but when we are 
good, we are not always 
happy.’ Lord Henry’s lazy, 
clever words lead the young 
Dorian Gray into a world 
where it is better to be 
beautiful than to be good; a 
world where anything can 
be forgiven – even murder 
– if it can make people 
laugh at a dinner party.

Victor Frankenstein thinks 
he has found the secret 
of life. He takes parts 
from dead people and 
builds a new ‘man’. But 
this monster is so big and 
frightening that everyone 
runs away from him – even 
Frankenstein himself!

Love Story (1970)
Ali MacGraw – Jennifel Cavalleri
Ryan O’Neil – Oliver Barret 

Ethan Frome is a farmer in 
Massachusetts. He works 
long hours every day, but 
his farm makes very little 
money. His wife, Zeena, is 
a thin, grey woman, always 
complaining, and only 
interested in her own ill 
health. Then Mattie Silver, 
a young cousin, comes to 
live with them bringing 
light and hope into Ethan’s 
lonely life. 

Ethan Frome 
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Edith Wharton
Retold by Susan Kingsley
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Ethan Frome (1993)
Liam Neeson – Ethan Frome
Gil Rood – Coinductor
Tate Donovan – Reverend Smith

The Picture of Dorian Gray 
(2006)
David Gallagher – Dorian Gray
Noah Segan – Basil Hallward

The Secret Garden (1993)
Kate Maberly – Mary Lennox
Heydon Prowse – Colin Craven
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Frankenstein 

Stage 3

Mary Shelley
Retold by Patrick Nobes

FANTASY AND HORROR
 

Love Story 

Stage 3

Erich Segal
Retold by Rosemary Border

HUMAN INTEREST
 

The Picture of Dorian 
Gray
Stage 3

Oscar Wilde
Retold by Jill Nevile

FANTASY & HORROR
 

Rabbit-Proof Fence 

Stage 3

Doris Pilkington Garimara
Retold by Jennifer Bassett

TRUE STORIES
 

The Secret Garden 

Stage 3

Frances Hodgson Burnett
Retold by Clare West

HUMAN INTEREST
 

Tales of Mystery and 
Imagination
Stage 3

Edgar Allan Poe
Retold by Margaret Naudi

FANTASY AND HORROR
 

Rabbit-Proof Fence (2002)
Everlyn Sampi – Molly Craig 
Tianna Sansbury – Daisy Kadibill

Frankenstein (1994)
Robert De Niro – The Creature
Helena Bonham Carter –  
Elizabeth

Bookworms at the Movies – Stage 3 recommended reading
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