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2 Bookworms
Read your way to better English 

It is 1880, in the Opera 
House in Paris. Everybody is 
talking about the Phantom 
of the Opera, the ghost that 
lives somewhere under the 
Opera House. The Phantom 
is a man in black clothes. 
He is a body without a 
head, he is a head without 
a body. He has a yellow 
face, he has no nose, he 
has black holes for eyes. 
Everybody is afraid of the 
Phantom – the singers, the 
dancers, the directors, the 
stage workers. But who has 
actually seen him?

A beautiful young 
Indian girl, and a brave 
Englishman. Black eyes, 
and blue eyes. A friendly 
smile, a laugh, a look of 
love … But this is North 
America in 1607, and love 
is not easy. The girl is the 
daughter of King Powhatan, 
and the Englishman is a 
white man. And the Indians 
of Virginia do not want the 
white men in their beautiful 
country. This is the famous 
story of Pocahontas, and 
her love for the Englishman 
John Smith.

When he was a boy, he was 
poor and hungry. When he 
was a young man, he was 
still poor and hungry. He 
learnt how to steal horses, 
he learnt how to fight, he 
learnt how to live outside 
the law. Australia in the 
1870s was a hard, wild 
place. Some say Ned Kelly 
was a bad man. Some say 
he was a good man but the 
law was bad. This is the 
true story of Australia’s 
most famous outlaw.

England and Scotland in the 
1550s. Two famous queens 
– Mary, the Catholic Queen 
of Scots and Elizabeth I, 
The Protestant Queen of 
England. Mary was Queen 
of Scotland when she 
was just one week old. At 
sixteen she was tall and 
beautiful with red-gold hair. 
Many men loved her but 
she also had many enemies 
– men who said: ‘The 
death of Mary is the life of 
Elizabeth’.

It is night in the South Seas 
near Tahiti, and the ship 
HMS Bounty has begun 
the long voyage home to 
England. But the sailors 
on the ship are angry men, 
and they have swords and 
guns. They pull the captain 
out of bed and hold a knife 
to his neck. The mutiny on 
the Bounty happened in 
April, 1789. This is the true 
story of Captain Bligh and 
Fletcher Christian, and the 
ship that never came home 
to England.

He is not beautiful. His 
mother does not want him, 
children run away from 
him. People laugh at him, 
and call him ‘The Elephant 
Man’. Then someone 
speaks to him and listens 
to him! At the age of 27, 
Joseph Merrick finds a 
friend for the first time in 
his life. This is a true and 
tragic story. It is also a 
famous film.

Mary, Queen of Scots (1972)
Vanessa Redgrave – Mary Queen 
of Scots
Glenda Jackson – Elizabeth I

Tom Sawyer does not 
like school. He does not 
like work, and he never 
wants to get out of bed in 
the morning. But he likes 
swimming and fishing, and 
having adventures with his 
friends. And he has a lot of 
adventures. One night, he 
and his friend Huck Finn go 
to the graveyard to look for 
ghosts. They don’t see any 
ghosts that night. They see 
something worse than a 
ghost much, much worse.
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Tom Sawyer (1973)
Johnny Whitaker – Tom Sawyer
Celeste Holm – Aunt Polly

The Bounty (1984)
Mel Gibson – Fletcher Christian
Anthony Hopkins – Lt. William Bligh

The Phantom of the Opera 
(1989)
Robert Englund – The Phantom
Jill Schoelen – Christine Day

Pocahontas (1995)
Disney version
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TRUE STORIES
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Ned Kelly: A True Story 
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The Phantom of the 
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Jennifer Bassett

FANTASY AND HORROR 
 

Pocahontas 
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Retold by Tim Vicary

THRILLER &  
ADVENTURE  

Ned Kelly (2003)
Heath Ledger – Ned Kelly
Orlando Bloom – Joseph Byrne

The Elephant Man (1980)
Anne Bancroft – Mrs. Kendal
Anthony Hopkins – Dr. Frederick 
Treves

Bookworms at the Movies – Stage 1 recommended reading
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